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DATA PROCESSING UTILIZED 
IN AREA PLANNING BOARD SURVEYS 


For several years, the Area Planning Board has been 
participating in the computer age through the auto- 
mated compiling, tabulating, analysis, and dissemina- 
tion of data. Since the Area Planning Board does not 
own or operate its own computer, it has established 
an excellent working relationship with the Palm Beach 
County Data Processing Department who provides 
electronic data processing support for several public 
agencies, but the largest data processing user is the 
Palm Beach County Property Appraiser. The Area 
Planning Board is fortunate to be able to use much 

f the data which the Property Appraiser maintains. 


ne Area Planning Board has utilized the Property 
Appraiser’s data for several different studies in areas 
such as transportation, planning and forecasting and in 
commercial/industrial site descriptions, but two of the 
more elaborate, innovative uses of the Property Ap- 
praiser’s data has been in the area of housing conditions 
and densities for the Housing Conditions Survey for 
the Fair Tax Council. 


HOUSING CONDITIONS SURVEY 


In 1977, the Area Planning Board, under a comprehen- 
sive planning grant from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, utilized a computer- 
ized data base to rate housing as either “sound,” “de- 
teriorating,”” or “dilapidated” to produce a County- 
wide housing conditions survey as input to a second, 
related study, the Housing Allocation Model. 


While Countywide information was essential, the ex- 
ecution of a complete field survey was not a practical 
means of accomplishing the task due to the limited 
time allotted for completion of the study, the number 
of staff and vehicles required to conduct the research, 
the limitations of a windshield survey of only the ex- 
>grior of the structures, the frequency of dwelling 
lit conversions and garage apartments which are dif- 
ticult to dectect, and the probable variation in the inter- 
pretation of building conditions. To examine all areas 


of the County effectively within the time and man- 
{Continued page 2, first column) 


FAIR TAX COUNCIL 


On September 18, 1979, the Palm Beach County 
Board of County Commissioners adopted Resolution 
R-79-1217 and created the Palm Beach County Fair 
Tax Council. This 5-member body, composed of two 
municipal representatives, two from the unincorpor- 
ated area, and one chosen by the other four at their 
initial meeting, was charged with determining whether 
there exists an unequitable proportionment of finan- 
cing of County services and ad valorem taxation. 


One of the chief issues before them was the allegations 
contained in a pending lawsuit by four Palm Beach 
County municipalities (Boca Raton, North Palm 
Beach, Palm Beach, and West Palm Beach) charging 
dual taxation in the following areas: 


Sheriff’s Road Patrol/Detective Division; 

Maintenance of Subdivision Streets; 

Maintenance of Shell Road Roads; 

Erection and Maintenance of Traffic Signs and Signals; 

Erection and Maintenance of Street Identification Signs; 

Construction and Maintenance of County Road & 
Bridge System; 

ihe Administration of Land Development Programs; 


OIR CON = 


8. Installation and Maintenance of Street Lighting Systems; 
9. Construction and Maintenance of Storm Drainage Sys- 
tems; 


10. Administration of Solid Waste Collection System; 

11. Rural Lot Clearing Program; 

12. Aquatic Weed Control Program and Mosquito Control 
Program; 

13. Expenditures for Subdivision Review and for Construc- 
tion and Maintenance of Local Roads Outside of 
Municipalities (Palm Beach only); 

14. Operation of the County Planning, Zoning, and Building 
Department; 

15. Construction and Maintenance of Neighborhood Parks 
and Recreation Areas; 

16. Planning Acquisition, Construction, Maintenance and Op- 
eration of Water and Sanitary Sewer Utility Systems; 

17. General Administration for the County Commission in- 
cluding, but not limited to, the County Commission, 
County Attorney, County Administrator, Radio Com- 
munications System, and Finance Office; 

18. Administration of Fire Control Tax Districts; 

19. Animal Control Program (Boca Raton only). 

(Continued page 2, second column) 


HOUSING CONDITIONS SURVEY (Continued from Page 1) 
power constraints of the funded study, a computer- 
ized data base was required. 


Included in the many data files which the Property 
Appraiser maintains is the Master Appraisal File 
(MAF). This file contains several data items for each 
of the quarter-million parcels in the County. The 
level of information available for any particular parcel 
varies with the individual field inspectors who collect 
the data and is a function of the appraisal formula. 
Although the basic Howze-A-Matic (Howze and Asso- 
ciates, Incorporated) record system is utilized, only 
those variables specifically required for determining 
the appraisal are routinely collected; other variables 
within the Howze-A-Matic system are collected at 
the discretion of the field inspectors. 


For purposes of the housing conditions survey, certain 
data items were extracted from the MAF: Building 
Improvement Types, Foundation, Floor Systems, Ex- 
terior Wall, Structural Frame, Roof Cover & Deck, 
Plumbing, Electrical, Building Conditions, Water, 
Sewer, Electric, Quality Factor, Year Built, and Road 
Type. 


After a basic assessment of the adequacy, reliability 
and appropriateness of these variables as indicators 
of housing conditions, the final selection of variables 
to be used in the housing conditicns survey was 
made and a scale was established by assigning point 
values to the various components of the subject 
variables. 


The ranges of point totais yielding the various housing 
conditions were established so that the existence of 
two or more critical conditions or the combination 
of at least one critical condition with two conditions 
or the existence of over four non-critical conditions 
would need to be present to classify a structure as 
dilapidated. In addition, the scale was designed so 
that the existence of marginal problems such as the 
lack of sewer or water service may be tolerated as a 
sound condition, but most other minor conditions 
existed in combination with a critical condition. 


In order to analyze quickly the computer report list- 
ing ali structures in the County from the MAF and 
the respective housing conditions, summaries were 
necessary. The easiest summary to generate was by 
municipalities since the only sorting of the MAF data 
required was by the first two digits of the property 
control number. 


The Traffic Analysis Zone {TAZ) summary lists the 
dwelling units in each housing condition for any of 
the 507 TAZs containing residential improvement 
types. The Census Tract summary details the dwelling 
units by each housing condition for those Census 
Tracts encompassing the area of the County covered 
by the TAZs. Roughly, the entire eastern half of the 
County is covered in this manner. 


To achieve the TAZ summary, a very elaborate 
assignment program was applied to each parcel in the 
eastern pertion of the County covered by the West 
Palm Beach Urban Study Area (WPBUSA). This 
program of some 4,733 sequences allocate paroda 
into their respective TAZs by fitting the appropri 
TAZ to the corresponding ranges of parcels. 


For those parcels lying west of the WPBUSE coverage, 
and thus not included in the TAZs, a manual tabula- 
tion was required to place the dwelling units into 
the appropriate Census Tract by housing condition. 


FAIR TAX COUNCIL (Continued from Page 1) 

After examining several documents and reports from 
the various County agencies providing the above 
named services, the Fair Tax Council concluded that 
only the Sheriff's Road Patrol and the maintenance 
and construction of roads and bridges by the County 
Engineer provided no real and substantial benefit to 
the residents in municipalities. 


To attempt to alleviate the present funding situation, 
the Council proposed a 3-tier ad valorem taxing 
arrangement: (1) municipalities, (2) the entire unin- 
corporated area (currently a municipal services taxing 
unit-MSTU), and (3) the urbanized part of the unin- 
corporated area (to become a new, second MSTU). 


After deciding to create a second MSTU for the urban 
portion of the unincorporated area, the Fair Tax 
Council asked the Area Planning Board to help“ 
delineate a boundary that would define the urba 
unincorporated portion of the County. 


Again utilizing the MAF from the Property Ap- 
praiser, the Area Planning Board requested the num- 
ber of dwelling units by type of unit for each Range- 
Township-Section in the unincorporated area. After 
displaying the dwelling unit density on a map, the 
Area Pianning Board converted dwelling unit density 
to population density by applying its own estimates 
of household sizes to the Property Appraiser’s data. 


From the population density map, all sections with at 
ieast 1,000 persons per square mile were readily dis- 
cernable. The Fair Tax Council, at the suggestion of 
the Area Planning Board, decided to employ the 
Census Bureau’s definition of urban density of 1,000 
persons per square mile. The map on the opposite 
page reflects the boundary drawn for the proposed 
MSTU. 


The Area Planning Board also generated from the 
MAF data a building value density report and map 
by section, but the Council relied primarily on the 
population map. 


The Area Planning Board was selected to draft the ¿y 
nai report for the Fair Tax Council which was pru-- 
sented to the Board of County Commissioners at their 
July 8 meeting. 


PROPOSED BOUNDARY OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES TAXING UNIT 2 
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